
Intelligent Design vs. Evolution

Defending God’s Creation



Matthew 7:12

12 "So whatever you wish that others  
  would do to you, do also to them, for 
  this is the Law and the Prophets”



Sexual Dimorphism

• Sexual dimorphism is 
a phenotypic difference between males 
and females of the same species. 
Examples of such differences include 
differences in morphology, ornamentation, 
and behavior. 





Peacock’s Tail

• “The peacock has a very ornate plumage 
which it uses to attract peahens. The 
peacock will use its ornate plumage to 
court a mate.”  from Wikipedia 
!

• “One of the most ostentatiously adorned 
creatures on Earth, the peacock uses its 
brilliant plumage to entice females.” from 
National Geographic website  



Peacock’s Tail

• “It is hard to see a peacock’s tail as 
something other than an impediment to his 
survival”  from PBS series Evolution 
!

• Limits peacocks to short bursts of flight 
• Easily spotted by predators and humans



Sexual Selection

• Proposed by Charles Darwin 
• Powerful Driving force behind evolution 
• But why sexual reproduction at all? 

– Genetic  Variability Theory 
– Research on certain minnows in Mexico 

• Reproduce sexually and asexually 
• resistance to parasites 
• Drought contradicted findings



Sexual Selection

• “Some believe it all got started billions of 
years ago, with two single-celled creatures 
sharing a chance encounter in the 
primordial night.  They meet, and genes 
are exchanged. … The moment is brief, 
but it leaves them a little bit stronger, a little 
more likely to survive and reproduce.” 

   from PBS series Evolution



• “Sexual selection is often powerful enough 
to produce features that are harmful to the 
individual's survival. For example, 
extravagant and colorful tail feathers or fins 
are likely to attract predators as well as 
interested members of the opposite sex."  

     from Understanding Evolution for      
 Teachers web resource



•  We found no evidence that peahens expressed any preference for 
peacocks with more elaborate trains (i.e. trains having more ocelli, a 
more symmetrical arrangement or a greater length), similar to other 
studies of galliforms showing that females disregard male plumage. 
Combined with previous results, our findings indicate that the 
peacock's train (1) is not the universal target of female choice, (2) 
shows small variance among males across populations and (3) 
based on current physiological knowledge, does not appear to 
reliably reflect the male condition. We also found that some 
behavioural characteristics of peacocks during displays were largely 
affected by female behaviours and were spuriously correlated with 
male mating success. Although the male train and its direct display 
towards females seem necessary for successful reproduction, we 
conclude that peahens in this population are likely to exercise active 
choice based on cues other than the peacock's train.  
!

• Peahens do not prefer peacocks with more elaborate trains  
Mariko Takahashi, Hiroyuki Arita, Mariko Hiraiwa-Hasegawa and 
Toshikazu Hasegawa 
Animal Behaviour, 75(4), April 2008, 1209-1219  





Bigger Brains

• “Researchers have proposed an answer to the 
vexing question of how the human brain grew so 
big.  We may owe our superior intelligence to 
weak jaw muscles, they suggest.  A mutation 2.4 
million years ago could have left us unable to 
produce one of the main proteins in primate jaw 
muscles…Lacking the constraints of a bulky 
chewing apparatus, the human skull may have 
been free to grow, the researchers say.” 
– Michael Hopkin in Nature, 2004



Big Brains

• Evolutionists consider brain a pre-adaption 
that allowed hominids to be smarter 
!

• Large complex brains are correlated with 
increasing intelligence  
– Correlation is not causation 
– Consider elephant, birds 
– Consider Neanderthals, Louis Pasteur (after 

CVA)



Big Brains

• Evolutionists attribute size to lots of 
redundancy 
!

• Redundancy has costs  
– Energy, resources 
– Birth canal



• “The human brain is the most complex system in 
the known universe.  It’s wildly in excess of what 
it seems like we would need to survive on the 
plains of Africa….I think there was a sort of 
guidance happening, there was a sort of 
decision-making process that was selecting our 
brains.  But it wasn’t God, it was our ancestors.  
They were choosing their sexual partners for 
their brains, for their behavior, during courtship.” 

  Geoffrey Miller in PBS series Evolution



Consciousness

• Is mind reducible to brain? 
!

• Are thoughts simply a function of electro-
chemical activity in brain?



• “There is nothing magic about the creative ability 
of the human brain, its intuitions, its genius.  It is 
made up of a finite number of cells of finite 
complexity, arranged in a pattern of finite 
complexity.  When a computer is built of an equal 
number of equally complex cells in an equally 
complex arrangement, we will have something 
that can do just as much as the human brain can 
do to its uttermost genius.” 
– Isaac Asimov, 1975



Consciousness

• “The argument here is that there is no 
subjective impression; there is only 
information in a data-processing device…In 
this theory, awareness is not an illusion. It's a 
caricature. Something -- attention -- really 
does exist, and awareness is a distorted 
accounting of it….The "attention schema" 
theory of consciousness...would evolve in 
any complex brain.” 
– Princeton neuroscientist Michael Graziano



Darwin’s “horrid doubt”

• “But then with me the horrid doubt 
always arises whether the convictions of 
man's mind, which has been developed 
from the mind of the lower animals, are 
of any value or at all trustworthy. Would 
any one trust in the convictions of a 
monkey's mind, if there are any 
convictions in such a mind?” 
– Charles Darwin



• Both the United States and the European 
Union are throwing billions of dollars at new 
projects to map the human brain. Yet many 
neuroscientists worry that more is promised 
than can be performed. For one thing, fMRI 
(brain imaging) shows which brain areas 
have high oxygen levels when a person is 
thinking something. It simply cannot tell us 
what people are thinking, because many 
brain centers are active and those that are 
active may be activated for many reasons. 
Each brain is unique so data from studies 
must be averaged. But thoughts are not 
averaged; they belong to the individual. 
– Denyse O’Leary



Consciousness

• “And the data I see tell me that there are 
ways in which people’s experience refutes 
the physicalist position that the mind is the 
brain and nothing more.  There are solid, 
concrete data that suggest that our 
consciousness, our mind, may surpass the 
boundaries of the brain.” 
– Anthropologist Marilyn Schlitz



Consciousness

• Heart attack victims clinically dead 
– Some report having well structured and lucid 

thoughts and memory formation and reasoning 
during this process 

• Neurosurgeon Wilder Penfield 
– Operations on epileptics 

• Placebo effect



Consciousness

• “Only of a human being can one say: it 
has sensations; it sees, is blind; hears, is 
deaf; is conscious or unconscious.” 
– Ludwig Wittgenstein, philosopher



• Genesis 2:7  then the LORD God formed 
the man of dust from the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, 
and the man became a living creature 

• James 2:26  For as the body apart from 
the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from 
works is dead.  

• Matthew 10:28  And do not fear those who 
kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather 
fear him who can destroy both soul and 
body in hell.



Evolutionary Psychology

• Study of how evolution shaped behaviors 
or the evolutionary origin of behaviors 
!

• Can be used to explain everything from 
adultery to rape



• “The time has come to take seriously the fact that we 
humans are modified monkeys, not the favored Creation 
of a Benevolent God on the Sixth Day.  In particular, we 
must recognize our biological past in trying to understand 
our interactions with others.  We must think again 
especially about our so-called “ethical principles.”  The 
question is not whether biology – specifically, our 
evolution – is connected with ethics, but how.  As 
evolutionists, we see that no {ethical} justification of the 
traditional kind is possible.  Morality, or more strictly our 
belief in morality, is merely an adaption put in place to 
further reproductive ends.  Hence the basis of ethics does 
not lie in God’s will…In an important sense, ethics as we 
understand it is an illusion fobbed off on us by our genes 
to get us to cooperate.” 
– Evolutionists Michael Ruse and E.O. Wilson



• “Memes are ideas, habits, skills, gestures, 
stories, songs – anything which we pass 
from person to person by imitation.  We 
copy them.  Now, just as genes are copied 
inside all the cells of our body and passed 
on in reproduction, memes are copied by 
our brains and our behavior and they’re 
passed from person to person” 
– Susan Blackmore in PBS series Evolution



Evolutionary Psychology

• “By judicious manipulation, every possible 
observation of human behavior could be 
(and was) fitted into the Freudian 
framework.  The same trick is now being 
perpetrated by the evolutionary 
psychologists.  They, too, deal in their own 
dogmas, and not in propositions of 
science.” 
– Jerry Coyne, evolutionary biologist



Altruism

• Altruism is the selfless concern for the 
welfare of others 
– Biologically, increasing the fitness of another at 

the expense of one’s own fitness 
• Chimps will not behave this way (outside of 

kin and reciprocating partners) even if no 
cost to them 
– Humans only species that will care for 

biologically unrelated children over the long 
term



Altruism

• Holocaust rescuers costs: 
– Life 
– Life of family 
– Job 
– Reputation 
– Freedom 
– Loss of Possessions 

• Kept secrets from everyone around them



Free Will
• Physicalists/evolutionary psychology ultimately 

denies 
!

• Joshua 24:15  And if it is evil in your eyes to serve 
the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, 
whether the gods your fathers served in the region 
beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in 
whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, 
we will serve the LORD. 

• Genesis 4:7  If you do well, will you not be accepted?  
And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door.  
Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it.”



Language

• “When we study human language, we are 
approaching what some might call the 
“human essence,”  the distinctive qualities 
of mind that are, so far as we know, unique 
to man and that are inseparable from any 
critical phase of human existence, personal 
or social.” 
– Norm Chomsky, premier linquist of the 20th 

century



Language

• “For all the interest generated by the sign-
language experiments with apes, three 
things are clear.  First, they do have the 
capacity to manipulate a symbol system 
given to them by humans, and to 
communicate with it.  Second, 
unfortunately, they have nothing to say.  
And third, they do not use any such system 
in the wild.” 
– Jonathan Marks



Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language

• “Anthropologically speaking, the human race can 
be said to have evolved from primitive to civilized 
states, but there is no sign of language having 
gone through the same kind of evolution.” 

• “We have no direct knowledge of the origins and 
early development of language, nor is it easy to 
imagine how such knowledge might ever be 
obtained.  We can only speculate, arrive at our 
own conclusions, and remain dissatisfied.”



Language

• On the other hand, there are no "primitive" 
languages, in the way that we can speak of 
"primitive" technology (knapped stone vs. 
high grade steel). It is possible to translate 
the Bible into any language, despite its 
ancient origin and the complexity of its 
tangled multi-kingdom histories and abstruse 
theological arguments. 
– Denyse O’Leary, Can We Talk? Human Language 

as the Business End of Consciousness, October 
2014


